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which sets up analytic standards for rating reading selections in all grades of 
the elementary school. 

A questionnaire was prepared for the purpose of obtaining teachers' 
judgments on the grading and general character of a large number of standard 
selections in elementary-school readers. Replies were received from 2,253 
teachers from eighty cities located in twenty-five states and the District of 
Columbia. A second questionnaire, based largely on the first, was rilled out 
by 741 teachers. The reactions of 529 pupils in four schools of widely varying 
type were secured by direct presentation of a number of selections in common 
use. The replies were fairly evenly distributed throughout the eight grades 
in the case of the teachers and from the third grade up in the case of the pupils. 
The judgments of fifty-nine teachers and eighty-two upper-grade pupils were 
also secured in regard to four informational selections from the Lessons in 
Community and National Life published by the Bureau of Education. In 
general, a marked unanimity of judgment was exhibited throughout in regard 
to most of the selections. Except in the case of the informational selections, 
the criteria for random sampling seem to have been well satisfied. 

On the basis of the judgments thus secured it was possible to eliminate 
undesirable selections, detect superior selections, and determine the best grade 
or grades in which to use selections assigned to different grades in different 
readers. 

Among the many interesting findings are the following: common undesir- 
able qualities are overmaturity, hard words, unfamiliar subject-matter, and 
lack of story or action; desirable qualities include interesting action and char- 
acter, adventure, humor, easy content and diction, and portrayal of the super- 
natural and of kindness, faithfulness, and loyalty, the relative importance 
of many such qualities varying from grade to grade; prose and poetry are 
equally difficult, while older informational selections "seem to be very hazard- 
ous teaching material"; the selections from the Lessons in Community and 
National Life evoked great interest — the selections judged all dealt with money, 
however; interest is directly related to comprehension; good teaching increases 
appreciation markedly; teachers' judgments are "safe bases for predicting 
pupils' interests in representative standard selections." 

Probably the most valuable feature of the monograph is a series of charts 
embodying the "Standards for Rating Reading Selections" in each grade 
(pp. 130-45). "The standards may be used in judging not only reading matter 
now in use, but also matter proposed for use" (p. 146). 

This is a first-class piece of scientific work. Clear summaries and state- 
ments of conclusions abound. 

O. A. TlNGELSTAD 

Luther College 



A new drawing scale. — The need for a scale that will enable teachers to 
measure pupils' progress in the general phases of freehand drawing has been 
met by a recent scale devised by Professor Kline and Miss Carey. The plan 



i(>22] EDUCATIONAL WRITINGS 73 

of the writers is to deal with three phases of freehand drawing: representation, 
design and composition, and color. The first of these phases is taken up in 
the present monograph,' four separate scales being worked out for the themes: 
house, rabbit, figure in action, and tree. These are arranged in the usual 
form with scale values assigned to the various samples. An analytical descrip- 
tion is also found under each sample to facilitate the location of any drawing 
to be scored. The scales thus far devised appear to be a very important con- 
tribution in a field where exact measurement is so difficult. 

The procedure of scale construction consisted in scoring by means of nu- 
merical legend. Over one thousand drawings for each theme were employed 
at first. These were scored and score-grade distributions formed. From the 
results of this preliminary tabulation, groups of sixty-three drawings each were 
selected for further scoring. Finally, the groups were reduced to twenty-one 
samples, and the final values attached in P.E. units. A large number of 
competent judges assisted in the scoring which must have consumed an enor- 
mous amount of time. 

The statistical methods employed in the study appear to have been 
developed as the work progressed, with the result that a considerable amount 
of clumsy repetition is involved in the procedure. The successive reductions 
in the size of the groups of drawings for rescoring are not clearly justified. 
Twenty-one score intervals were adopted by the authors in assigning values, 
and because these "sufficed" twenty-one samples were selected for final scor- 
ing. The experience of this tentative procedure should lead to a more direct 
and economical plan with the other scales in preparation. 

K. J. Holzinger 

A study of reading interests.— For a long time school people have accepted 
the principle that interest is a most potent factor in human achievement. The 
old notion that a conflict existed between interest and effort in education has 
largely disappeared. On the contrary, it is coming to be recognized on every 
hand that interest begets effort and effort begets results. 

This principle of interest has probably been given widest application in 
the field of public-school reading. Several scientific studies of children's 
reading interests have been under way during the last few years. One of the 
most significant of these investigations has recently been published. 2 

Proceeding on the assumption that it is not "sufficient to recognize the 
importance of the elements of interest in economical and effective education," 
Miss Dunn undertook the discovery of "the elements in primary reading 
material that are of interest to children in the first three grades of the elementary 
school" (p. 2). 

1 L. W. Kline and G. L. Carey, A Measuring Scale for Free-hand Drawing. 
Part I, Representation. Johns Hopkins University Studies in Education, No. 5. 
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1922. Pp. v+61. $2.00. 

2 Fannie Wyche Dunn, Interest Factors in Primary Reading Material. Teachers 
College Contributions to Education, No. 113. New York: Teachers College, Co- 
lumbia University, 192 1. Pp. 70. 



